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Line Dancing 
 

Author, Judith Pike. 
 

Three years ago Pat Williams and I started a U3A line dancing group with the help of 
two members of the committee and very quickly the group was full and a second 
group was started by Eric Baker. 
 

Many were absolute beginners but we gradually improved and we now dance both 
beginner and improver dances.  This made it more difficult for new, absolute beginners 
to join the group, so just before Christmas I decided to start an absolute beginners’ 
group.  The group secretary informed Formby U3A members with the expectation of 6 
- 10 people joining the group, but by the second week the group was full (25 
members).  This group will continue to enjoy the easier line dances and if members 
wish to try some more difficult routines they can join one of the two original groups. 
 

If you believe the experts regarding health in our third age then some of the essential 
elements are exercise, music, socialising and learning new skills.  Line dancing covers 
all of these and on a Friday there is always laughter as well. 
 

Members who would like to join a line 
dancing group are welcome to contact 
the leaders and if there is anyone 
willing to lead a new line dancing 
group, I would be willing to help with 
the initial stages.  There is definitely a 
need for another group for beginners 
as Friday afternoons have shown.  
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U3A Cyclists 
To the Tune of Daisy, Daisy (sort of) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Author, Nic Dickson. 
 

U3A Cyclists, give me your answer do, 
Shall we go to Sefton Park while daffodils are in bloom. 

We assembled at the station and caught the train to Sandhills, 
Then past the docks and on to Pier head and had our coffee by Festival Gardens 

Next along Otterspool Prom and through the Jordan Valley to the end of Jericho Lane 
Under Allerton Road up to Sefton Park with 

daffodills by the thousands. 
We stopped by the lake and asked a lady to take our picture, 

Which you can see above these words in a Newsletter made for you. 
 

The Medical Institution 
 
Authors, Ron and Barbara Marsh. 
 

Members of Local History Group 7 visited the Liverpool Medical Institution, which is 
based on the corner of Hope Street and Mount Pleasant, opposite the Metropolitan 
Cathedral.  The Medical Institution is one of the oldest Medical Societies in the world.  
The Grade 2 listed building was opened in 1837 and extended in 1996 and 2006.  As 
well as the Liverpool Medical Institution, the facility houses the Liverpool Medical 
Library, which was formed in 1779.  We had a guided tour through the many rooms in 
the building, including the Victorian lecture theatre with its amazing acoustics.  The 
various rooms contain numerous documentations, historical medical instruments and 
a vast number of important medical books and journals.  These illustrated the diverse 
advances in medical science over the last 175 years achieved by the numerous 
medical experts based in Liverpool, for example Hugh Owen Thomas who was a 
pioneer in Orthopaedic Medicine.  We returned to Formby to the Railway pub for an 
enjoyable lunch.  

 



www.formbyu3a.org.uk 

 3 

Border Country 

Author, Christine Hosie. 
 

March saw Walking Group 6 head to Oswestry and the weather was bright and 
sunny, always a good sign.  Dave, our walk leader, had described some of the route 
as wet and boggy yet despite this, 11 walkers turned up!  He was right, though 
thankfully the route was good underfoot for most of the way!  The scenery throughout 
was lovely. 
 

We eventually reached the site of the old racecourse where we stopped for our picnic 
lunch.  The last horse race was in 1848 
but you can still see the remains of the 
track and stands.  There is an 
interesting stone sculpture, the Janus 
Horse, which depicts two horses’ 
heads, one facing towards Wales and 
the other to England.  Rob, not known 
for being an exhibitionist, but 
possessing the longest legs, is seen in 
the photo astride the sculpture! 
 

After lunch, the walk continued on the 
Offa’s Dyke path, meandering between 
Wales and England, on a lovely tree lined route.  Back in Oswestry we stopped at a 
café for tea and cakes.  A great walk enjoyed by all. 
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Princes Road Synagogue 

Author, Dave Goodwill. 
 

The magnificent Liverpool Orthodox Synagogue, located near to Sefton Park was the 
first Grade I listed synagogue outside London.  It is the home of Liverpool Old Hebrew 
Congregation, the oldest Jewish congregation in the city and recently hosted Local 
History Group 6 members.   
 

Liverpool’s earliest synagogue, built in 1753, was off Dale Street.  Later ones, now 
demolished, were established in the city centre and what is now part of the city’s 
Chinatown.  Liverpool’s Jewish community grew to become second only to London’s 
in size and prestige and attracted an elite membership of upper and upper-middle 
class gentlemen, businessmen and their families.  They required a new, bigger, more 
impressive synagogue to reflect the wealth and status of the congregation.  A plot of 
land on Princes Road was provided by the Earl of Sefton, the lease stipulating that the 
land must be used for religious purpose in perpetuity and a competition was held to 
appoint an architect for a new synagogue, with the prize awarded to a pair of Scottish 
Presbyterian brothers with no previous experience of building synagogues.  They 
travelled widely throughout Europe to view other synagogues with the result that the 
building is an eclectic mix of styles, with obvious signs of Moorish, Egyptian and 
Gothic influences.  Local Jewish benefactors 
contributed to the building’s huge costs, which 
incorporated Minton tile-ware.  One was Harriet 
Samuels, who took over her father-in-law's 
Liverpool clock-making business and began to 
develop it into a mail-order business that became 
the jewellers H Samuels.  Another, David Lewis, 
initially operated a boys' clothing store, before 
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branching out into men's and women's clothing, later into a nationwide chain of 
department stores which flourished nationwide under the Lewis’s brand.  
 

The synagogue survived World War II with only minor damage, although the six 
decorative minarets were removed in 1960 as they were considered unsafe.  It was 
the victim of an arson attack in 1979 and suffered terrible damage, the Torah scrolls 
being destroyed and repairs to the beautiful internal decor were necessary.  The 
original stencil patterns for the ceiling were used to make the repairs and new Ark 
doors were constructed, with the result that the building was quickly once again in use 
as a place of worship for Jewish Community. 
 

Members were taken through the Sabbath rules that the congregation abide by (no 
driving on the Sabbath; likewise no cooking, television, or boiling of kettles), the 
services held in the synagogue and shown many of the artefacts held.  We left with an 
insight of what it a different lifestyle members of the Orthodox Community lead. 
 

Many thanks to Saul and his team for making us feel so welcome.  
 

Masonic Hall 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Author, Paula Parker. 
 

Members of Local History Group 16 visited Southport Masonic Hall on Duke Street.  
Either arriving by car and parking in their car park or by train we were warmly 
welcomed by Darren one of the Hall members and had tea, coffee and biscuits. 
 

We were given a talk on the history of the Masonic Hall which was built in 1879 
originally as the Duke Street United Methodist Church.  The building was purchased 
for the Masonic Hall after deconsecration at a cost of £8000.  The Hall was dedicated 
for use in 1956.  After a tour of the building and explanation of the workings and roles 
we had lunch of soup, sandwiches and chips. 
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We celebrated the 70th birthdays of 2 of our Group members Jane Shaw and Andy 
Dickinson.  Celebrations included cakes for the birthday people, fortune cookies, 
cards and Celebrations chocolates.  Jane and Andy were given obligatory 70th 
birthday balloons to take home! 
 

We would highly recommend this tour to other Groups.  
 

Formby Before The Railway 
 
Author, Andy Dickinson. 
 
Local History Group 16 made 
a welcome return visit to the 
Heritage Centre in Formby 
Village.  We were treated to a 
talk about Formby before the 
arrival of the railway in 1848, 
from John Phillips, of the 
Formby Civic Society. 
 

Before the railway arrived in 
Formby it was a very small 
settlement where farming and 
some fishing were the main 
occupations.  Settlement dates 
back to pre-historic times.  The 
evidence for this is human footprints formed 3,500+ years ago found in deposits in the 
inter tidal zone.  The name Formby is thought to be of Nordic origin, attributed to 
Norseman arriving from Ireland around AD960.  Occupation is the area has continued 
to the present day.  In the Doomsday Book of 1086, Formby was recorded as 
‘Fornebei’ made up of three small settlements.  During the mediaeval period Formby 
was a detached part of the Parish of Walton-on-the-Hill.  A small Chapel near St 
Lukes Church existed by the 12th century and Formby Hall in its early form dates back 
to 1223.  Getting about to and from Formby to the nearby larger settlements of 
Southport and Liverpool was not easy.  The journey from Formby Hall to the village 
was an uncomfortable ride by horse and carriage.  One significant pre-railways event 
was the building of the world’s first lifeboat station between 1771 and 1776, the 
inspiration of William Hutchinson, who was the Liverpool Dock Master.  The Formby 
Civic Society website offers more about the Lifeboat Station.  Formby was still 
dominated by agriculture and indeed most of the lifeboat men were farmworkers.  
Following the arrival of the railway Formby grew steadily with census information 
recording a much larger variety of occupations. 
 

Thanks go the John for a very interesting talk.  Refreshments were served with some 
time to look around the Heritage Centre. 
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                                           Craft  
 
Author, Sue Robertson.  
 
The Craft Group continues to meet monthly.  Recently we 
have been making small octopuses for inclusion in the 
shoe boxes which are sent via International Aid Trust 
through St Peter's Crafty crew.  These small items will 
hopefully bring a smile to the youngsters who receive 
them.  

 

French Improvers 

Author, Veronica Curtis. 
 

The French Improvers Group continues to meet at members' houses each Tuesday.  
We use a variety of resources to try and keep our language skills finely honed. The 
conversation might not always be on topic but, as you can see from the photo, our 
members throw themselves in and enjoy the sessions in proper French style.  
 

Port Sunlight Museum and Edwardian Worker’s 
Cottage 

 
Author, Paula Parker. 
 

On a beautifully sunny day Local History Group 16 travelled to Port 
Sunlight Village. We were booked into the Museum and cottage at midday so enjoyed 
a coffee/tea break at the nearby Lady Lever Art Gallery cafe first.  The tour in the 
Museum started with a 20 minute film show detailing the history of Port Sunlight.  We 
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learnt that Port Sunlight 
was founded in 1888 to 
house employees of 
William Lever in his new 
Lever Brothers soap 
works.  The company 
promoted good hygiene 
and washing practices as 
part of a drive to create a 
healthier nation and to sell 
their products.  The village 
is named after the company’s most famous 
product, Sunlight Soap.  Following a walk 
around the rest of the Museum at our leisure 
we could also enter the Museum Shop filled 
with lots of products we all remembered from 
our childhood’s including Pears soap, 
carbolic soap and Brasso.  Port Sunlight is 
well known for the quality and variety of its 
housing architecture as well as its association with early performances of The Beatles.  
Over 2,000 residents still live in Port Sunlight today with a mix of ownership and 
rental.  We visited the Edwardian Worker’s Cottage which is located next to the 
Museum and reminisced about living standards from our childhoods.  We were 
delighted to find that our tickets entitled us to free entry to the Museum and cottage for 
a year. 
 

We finished the day with either a walk through the village, admiring the Church, the 
War Memorial, Hillsborough memorial and/or Garden Centre.  
 

World of Glass Museum 

 

Author, Peter Musker. 
 

A bright day saw the History Trips Group set off for St Helens and the World of 
Glass Museum.  A welcome cup of tea or coffee awaited us on arrival as did our 
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splendid guide Katie. 
 

The visit began with a display of glass modelling and blowing from a talented glass 
blower and his assistant.  This was followed by a walk through a ‘times gone by’ 
exhibition about the development of St Helens and its famous glass industry and 
workers.  This led on to a magnificent display of glass items from ancient times to 
present day.  It was surprising to learn that the production and use of glass has a very 
long history.  Lunch followed with time to chat about our morning’s experience. 
Following lunch the visit continued, crossing the Sankey canal by footbridge to Tank 
House 9, where we learned about continuous glass production techniques.  As a 
passageway with a low roof was to be traversed, hard hats were donned to amble 
around the site.  As we concluded our visit we viewed some wonderful exhibits 
displaying the beauty and versatility of glass and the talents of glass sculptors.  
 

Helsby Hill 
 

Author, Annette Lempureur. 
 

After a coffee stop at Gleaves Garden Centre in Frodsham Walking Group 4 enjoyed 
a fabulous walk up Helsby Hill on a bright sunny in April. This was followed by a 
delicious meal and drinks at the White Lion pub at Alvanley. 
 

Liverpool Town Hall 
 
Authors, Alison and Eric Baker 
 

Members of the History trips group toured this 18th century gem of Georgian 
architecture.  Serving as the base for the city's Lord Mayor and civic matters, the 
Town Hall has also hosted notable figures such as Queen Elizabeth II, the Dalai 
Lama, and the Beatles.  Visitors were captivated by the entrance hall's civic regalia 
and historic silver artifacts, leading to reception rooms, ballrooms with dazzling 
chandeliers, and the Hall of Remembrance, which honours the city's fallen.  The 
group also visited the wood-panelled Council Chamber, where key city decisions are  
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made, and concluded with the historic original toilets, which have featured in period 
dramas like Peaky Blinders and Toxic Town. 
 

Recorder 

Author, Fiona Tucker. 
 

We now have fourteen members but there are usually nine or ten of us.  We meet 
every Monday afternoon except Bank Holidays.  Since COVID it has been more 
difficult to find suitable venues to play.  However We really enjoyed playing for the 
U3a Christmas Concert and outside Oxfam before Christmas.  We are going to 
enquire about the possibility of playing at Rufford or Speke Hall in the future Our 
repertoire is huge and includes Medieval , Renaissance, Baroque, Folk old and new, 
The Beetles , Songs from the shows and more!  New members welcome as long as 
you can read music and play 2 sizes of Recorder! 
 

Chair’s Report 
 

Author,  Helen Lewandowska. 
 

We have updated our discounts list-sadly times are hard and so it is difficult to get 
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discounts.  Luckily Southport u3a have confirmed Formby members can access the 
Southport discounts which are the website.  There are also some National ones that 
can be accessed. 
 

Trips 
Our next trip is to Conwy and Bodnant Gardens on 27th May.  This is full with over 100 
members booked on 2 coaches.  We are also now full for our summer trip to the Lake 
district on 15th July.  This will include a boat trip and the afternoon in Bowness. 
 

Our Christmas trip is likely to be to Lytham Hall and Blackpool Lights - we will book for 
this later in the year. 
 

                               Andrew Wilde  
 

Author, Helen Lewandowska. 
 

We were lucky enough to have a performance by 
concert pianist Andrew Wilde at the Speaker 
Meeting.   
 

Described by Daniel Barenboim as a major 
musical and pianistic talent, he continues to 
enthrall a large and devoted audience with his 
music making.  He studied with Ryszard Bakst at 
Chetham’s School of Music, Manchester and 
graduated with distinction from the Royal Northern College of Music.  He received top 
prizes at many international piano competitions including the Naumburg in New York 
(1987), Pozzoli in Seregno (1988), William Kapell in Maryland (1989), Dino Ciani in 
Milan (1990), and World Competition in London (1991).  In 1985 he won First Prize 
and Special Prize (for 20th Century performance) at the Dudley International Piano 
Competition.  He has given recitals at major venues in Britain and abroad, including 
London, Manchester, Edinburgh, Warsaw, Milan, Vienna, Düsseldorf, Santiago, 
Washington DC, New York City, Dallas, San Francisco, Salt Lake City, Berlin and 
Budapest.  His concerto repertoire exceeds thirty works and he has performed these 
with major orchestras worldwide such as the London Philharmonic, Philharmonia, 
Royal Philharmonic, London Mozart Players, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, 
Bournemouth Symphony, Hallé, National Symphony Washington DC and Dallas 
Symphony.  He has given cycles of the complete Beethoven and Mozart Violin 
Sonatas with the great Hungarian violinist Vilmos Szabadi and in 2010 gave recitals to 
mark the 200th Anniversary of Chopin’s birth and of the Bridgewater Hall recital Robert 
Beale (Manchester Evening News) wrote, Andrew Wilde's Concert For Chopin was 
one of the best solo recitals I have heard him give.  ”Of Andrew Wilde’s Manchester 
recitals, the Manchester Evening News noted “...this is the stuff of which pianistic 
legends are made.“ 
 

Andrew was so good we may arrange an evening concert with him in the near future. 
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2025 AGM Draft Minutes 
Draft Minutes of meeting held Wednesday 12th March 2025 

  

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the committee.  There 
being 50 members attending, the quorum requirements for the AGM to take place 
were considered to have been met.   
 

Apologies for absence were received from: Veronica Fahey, Dave Goodwill, Noel 
Blundell, and Marilyn Siddons-Smith 
 

The Chair explained that the formal aspects of the AGM would take place first, to be 
followed by a presentation from this month’s Speaker.   
 

Approval of Minutes of the 2024 AGM:  
Draft minutes have been published in the Spring 2025 Newsletter and on the website.  
There being no matters arising from these minutes, their approval was proposed by 
Anne Rodmell and seconded by Ann Pearson The minutes were agreed by the 
meeting and will be signed by the chair, Helen Lewandowska, as being approved.   
 

To receive and approve the Annual Report:  
The Chair presented her report on the activity within Formby u3a in the past 12 
months.  Highlights included; 
The continued popularity of both the coffee morning events and Speakers meetings 
each month; 
 

The resurrection of the arranged trips continues apace, with popular trips to 
Bridgewater and Trentham Gardens, and Chatsworth House.  Plans for the coming 
year are well in hand.  The theatre group has also been revived with a trip to the 
Royal Court theatre and was well supported; it is planned to continue these in the 
coming year.  The Committee has tried to continue with the expansion of activities 
available to members with cheese and wine tasting events and Christmas meal at 
local eateries.  The Christmas concert arranged by our music groups again proved 
very popular.   
 

Overall, the total number of active groups has declined over the year to 70; the Chair 
reminded members that the Committee welcomes suggestions for new groups and 
seed funding is available if required.   
 

The newsletters continue to be published quarterly and 250 hard copies are made 
available at meetings and the library.  A series of emails have also been sent to 
members to keep them up to date on activities, trips and developments.  A meeting 
with Group leaders was held during the year and a public Open day was arranged to 
promote our u3a.   
 

The Chair expressed her particular thanks to Kitty and her team (coffee morning 
catering), Keith Jacques (puzzles and books), Noel Blundell (Webmaster) and Dave 
Goodwill (Newsletter) for their continued support during the year.  The Chair closed 
with a small presentation to Andy Dickinson, who is stepping down as Membership 
Secretary, and Evan Bale, who is leaving the committee after 4 years as Secretary, 
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as a ‘thank you’ for their efforts.   
 

To receive and approve the Treasurer’s Report and Independently Reviewed 
Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2024: 
The Treasurer reported on the financial statements highlighting the principal sources 
of income (membership subscriptions) and expenditure.  Accounts were prepared on 
Receipts and Payments basis.  She ran through the figures in the report, highlighting 
the significant areas of expenditure.  Overall, the surplus for the year was £41 (£92 in 
2023), with accumulated reserves of £18,632 (£18,591 in 2023).   
 

Approval of the accounts was proposed by David Manning-Fox, seconded by Anne 
Rodmell, and approved by the members present, with no objections, no abstentions.   
 

To Appoint an Independent Examiner of accounts:  
The independent examiner appointed at the last AGM was Mr David Poole and the 
Treasurer proposed asking him to continue again this year.  No objections were raised 
from the floor and accepted by members present.   
 

To receive and approve submitted Resolutions.   
The Secretary confirmed that no Resolutions had been received for the meeting.   
 

Election of Officers and Trustees:  
The following committee members are standing for re- election:  
 Chair, Helen Lewandowska; Treasurer, Sue Robertson  
 Committee Members, Ian Robertson and Andy Dickinson  
 Election of Committee Officers: The following new committee members put 
themselves forward for Committee Officers:  
 Secretary, Graham Higley;  
 Membership Secretary; Christine Hosie  
 Groups Secretary, Veronica Curtis 
The Secretary proposed that voting for Officers and Trustees to be held en-bloc, 
rather than individually unless there were any objections.  No objections were 
received from the floor and was agreed by a show of hands.   
 

The vote was then held to appoint the above listed Officers and Trustees, proposed 
by Anne Rodmell and seconded by David Manning-Fox.  The appointments were 
agreed with no objection or abstentions.   
 

The meeting was opened up to the floor for questions or any other business, but as no 
items were raised, the meeting was closed at 14:25.  
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New Members 
 

Formby U3A is pleased to welcome the following new members 

Linda Ball  Pam Blain  Catherine Bland 

George Buck  Peter Cooke  Chris Gerrard 

Margaret Kristiansen  Mohan Kundi  Raymond Little 

Karen Longmore  Kathryn McGregor  Peter Molloy 

Josephine Morrison  Jennifer Muir    Teresa O'Brien  

Julie Patel   Pauline Rushton  Anne Seddon 

Alison Singh  Christine Taaff  Helen Taylor 

Barbara Wylie     

Bootle Town Hall 

Author, Andy Dickinson; photos Jacqueline McMillan 
 

May saw members of local history group 16 take the train to Bootle Oriel Road sta-
tion for the short walk to the Town Hall, to enjoy a tour of the grade 11 listed building 
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which was opened in 1882.  The Town Hall is the municipal headquarters for Sefton 
Council. 
 

Firstly, our tour guide Shaun Pimblett, took us into the Council Chamber which is set 
out ‘House of |Commons’ style.  The links to a naval maritime history were clear with 
plaques, given to the mayor of the borough by new boats entering the Bootle docks, 
adorning the wall on both sides of the chamber.  A number of ensigns are seen ex-
tending from each wall.  These flags laid to ‘rest’ taken from their vessels in their orig-
inal state after their use ceased.  Included is the Ensign from HMS Starling, cap-
tained by local Bootle resident Captain Jonnie Walker, which was the most success-
ful anti-submarine vessel during the Second World War.   Another feature of the 
council chamber are the stain glass windows depicting the coats of arms of Lanca-
shire towns reflecting a time before the creation of Merseyside.  The room features 
Jonnie Walker memorabilia including a portrait painting, naval ensigns, signal flags, 
the ships bell from HMS Starling and even the gates from his nearby house.  Be-
neath the town hall is the war room where Walker planned his anti-submarine strate-
gies: now not accessible.  U3a members may remember that the exploits of Captain 
Jonnie Walker were the subject of a recent Speakers Meeting.  
 

Before moving on the Mayoral chamber and anti-rooms, Shaun explained the proto-
col associated with full council meeting including the placing of the Sefton Mace be-
fore the start of each meeting, held 4 times a year at Bootle.  The Sefton and Crosby 
Mace’s, along with official documents relating the Sefton’s history are also on display.  
Also on display are frames information about 
individuals granted the freedom of the bor-
ough.  More recent examples being Ginger 
McCain, trainer of Red Rum, Jamie Car-
ragher and Lioness Alex Greenwood. 
 

Before coffee was served the group was 
taken to the upstairs Ballroom past another 
impressive portrait of Jonnie Walker.  The 
ballroom, perhaps now under used, is much 
changed from its original appearance due to bomb damage during the war. 
 
 

Cycle Group Special Celebration 
 

Author, Nic Dickson. 
 
A trip to Crosby Marina by the C Group was made extra special because of the 90th 
birthday of Derek Perry, one of the members pictured in the photo.  To celebrate this 
milestone a poem has been written in his honour and should be sung to the tune of 
‘Puttin On the Style’. 
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Derek Perry 

 
Derek Perry’s grandad was Formby’s Asparagus King, 
But Derek’s royal heritage doesn’t mean a thing. 
He lives his life like one of us and doesn’t put on airs, 
He’s just a friend to all he knows and always really cares. 
Putting on the agony, putting on the style, 
That’s what Derek Perry is doing all the while. 
As I look around me, I sometimes have to smile, 
Seeing Derek Perry putting on the style. 
 
Derek was a joiner, joining bits of wood 
Then he joined the U3A, as fast as he could. 
He cycles on a Tuesday with a group of friends, 
He’s OK going straight but dodgy round the bends 
Putting on 
 
Derek loves a holiday, Caribbean or Atlantic cruise, 
He goes fully inclusive and puts away the booze. 
He doesn’t care where he goes so long as there is sun, 
He dances to Sweet Caroline and everyone thinks it’s fun. 
Putting on 
 
Now Derek has reached 90 he should be slowing down, 
But he’s still full of energy and a character in the town 
He’s a friend to lots of us and always full of zest, 
Raise your glass to Derek Perry, One of the Very Best. 
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Research Volunteers Required 
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Formby U3A Committee 2025-26 
 

Chairman Helen Lewandowska (2022 Co-opted)      
  07548 213496 chair@formbyu3a.org.uk 

Secretary Graham Higley (2023)  0780 1261537  secretary@formbyu3a.org.uk 
Treasurer  Sue Robertson (2023)  0749 5413860  treasurer@formbyu3a.org.uk 
Membership Sec. Christine Hosie (2022)       882903   membership@formbyu3a.org.uk 
Group Secretary Veronica Curtis (2025) 876469        groups@formbyu3a.org.uk 
Officers  Andy Dickinson (2022) 643971       1stofficer@formbyu3a.org.uk 
  Sonia Greenyer  (2025 Co-opted)       2ndofficer@formbyu3a.org.uk 
  Ian Robertson (2023)  07922424924     5thofficer@formbyu3a.org.uk 
   

Newsletter Contributions 
 

Articles informing members of your group and its activities are always 
welcome.  Please send contributions to the Editor:   newseditor@formbyu3a.org.uk    
 

If, 7 days after submitting an article, you have not received an acknowledgement, one 
of the e-mail systems failed, so please try again. 
 

When submitting Newsletter reports could authors please ensure all article 
have: 

· A title (not the group name/number) to reflect the activity (please feel free to be 
creative/attention grabbing). 

· The author’s name.  

· The group name/number is included somewhere within the report. 

· Photographs (no more than 3, please) relevant to the report, showing some or 
all members on the activity.  Please ensure that all people shown in 
photographs are aware that photographs are being taken for inclusion in the 
Newsletter and may be shown on the Formby U3A website. 

· Photos sent as one of the common picture format (jpeg, png, tiff etc) 
attachments to the report and not embedded in the text for the report. Please 
do not send photographs as a separate message as there is a risk they will not 
be identified as part of the group’s report, nor embed them within the writing 
but send as an attachment to the submission.   

· Photos submitted must be members’ own photos as copyright of third parties’ 
photos remains with the owner and the Newsletter cannot publish such 
photos.    

· Please send submission to the newsletter editor asap after the event occurred 
and, where possible, are not sent within the final few days before a deadline. 

 

Please remember, it is contributor’s responsibility to check articles for 
grammar, spelling, punctuation etc, not the Newsletter Editor’s.   
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Monthly Meetings 
 

Meetings are at 2.00 pm in Holy Trinity Parish Hall. Access: There is ramp access to 
the hall.  
 

Parking:  Please remember to enter your vehicle registration number on the 
electronic pad in the hall foyer each time you park. There is no charge for parking, but 
failure to enter your number will almost certainly result in a heavy fine. If you are 
unsure what to do please ask for help.  
 

Future speakers:  If you have any suggestions of Speakers/talks that you think may 
be of interest to members, please email us at   speakers@formbyU3a.org.uk   or use 
the suggestion box at monthly meetings. 
 

11th June Mebs Ahmed will return to do Part 3 of his life story. 
 

9th July,  Marys Meals  Anna Houghton will tell the story of their charity's 
humble beginnings feeding children in some of the world's poorest countries, how the 
programmes run, where they work globally and how the charity runs in the UK. 
 

10th Sept It'll All Come Out In The Wash .... The Hidden World Of 
Commercial Laundry. David Kinson.  Commercial laundry is a hidden sector but 
with a real impact it has on everything we do. 
 

8th Oct  The Day the Music Died  John Coventry.  Myths and legends 
galore have grown up around the 1959 crashthat took the lives of Buddy Holly, Ritchie 
Valens, and the Big Bopper.  This presentation examines the crash, what led up to it, 
its aftermath, and tries to answer the questions that still hang in the air.  Even though 
the subject is sad (we all know the ending), the music is still great! 
 

Please remember that you need to show your 2025 Membership Card at all events, 
including group activities. 
 
Coffee Morning will be from 10:30 to 12:00 on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
(please check the website as a decision is pending about summer meetings).  
These will be held in the Workshop, Holy Trinity Church, with free coffee and the 
chance to pick up information about other groups and meet some of your committee. 
 
 
 

Previous Newsletters: are available at:   https://formbyu3a.org.uk/?page_id=331   
 

Next (September ‘25) Newsletter 
The deadline for the next Newsletter is midday 21st August at the latest.   
 
The next Newsletter can be viewed found at:  https://formbyu3a.org.uk/?page_id=331   
from 1st of September.  Paper copies can be collected at the monthly meeting & coffee 
morning.  
 
 

Paper copies printed by ‘The Print Quarter’ 


